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December 23, 2022 
 
Dear Mr. Cavey: 
 
Thank you for attending the December 7, 2022 meeting of the PPCSD Board of Education at 
Seymour Smith Intermediate Learning Center.  Thank you also for your continued interest in 
district matters.  In response to the questions you asked during the open public comment 
period, the Board offers the following: 
 

1. With regard to the Agenda items, what do these things mean?  For instance, what 
is the Tax Assessment Change Log and what are the CSE Recommendations?   

a. The Tax Assessment Change Log is simply a record of any modifications to the 
original tax assessments resulting from decisions on grievances, errors, etc.  
The Log was provided as an attachment in the agenda with the changes 
highlighted.  The CSE is the Committee on Special Education, which meets to 
review and develop IEP’s for eligible students annually and as needed.  The 
Committee comprises the Director of Pupil and Personnel Services. teachers, 
parents, service providers, and others as needed.  CSE 
recommendations are confidential and anonymized when presented to the 
Board. 

 
2. You thanked the Board and District for lowering the flags to half-staff in honor of 

National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 
a. The Board and District appreciate your gratitude.  In the interest of full 

disclosure, such directives come from the Board of Continuing Education 
Services (BOCES).  They inform us about when to lower and raise the flags. 

 
3. Has the Board received any feedback from NYS Education Department about the 

negative impacts from COVID-19 learning loss? 
a. As previously stated, the Board has not received any feedback from NYSED 

about the learning loss other than to acknowledge the situation and to assure us 
that attempts are underway to quantify it and develop plans to address it. 

 
4. What is the policy on the use of school district property and buildings?  

a.  This policy, along with all other District Policies, can be found on the PPCSD 
webpage under the Board of Education sub-heading and then in the upper right-
hand corner of the page.  For the sake of convenience, I am including the policy 
here.  For future reference, you may go to the following address to find all 
current policies:  https://go.boarddocs.com/ny/ppcsd/Board.nsf/vpublic?open.   

 
5. Whom does the District serve?   

a. The Board provided you with an answer to this question in its response from the 
November 17, 2022 meeting.  To reiterate, the PPCSD Board of Education 
serves the entire school community by establishing the vision, goals, and 
policies of the District and setting performance standards for the schools and 
superintendent.  The cultural, academic and social/emotional education of our 
young people is the principal role of our schools—public or private.    

 

https://go.boarddocs.com/ny/ppcsd/Board.nsf/vpublic?open


6. How did the assemblies go? 
a. To our knowledge, the assemblies were well attended and went very well.  

While such questions are understandable given that the Superintendent attends 
all board meetings, the day-to-day operations are not the purview of the Board.  
It is best to address such questions to the appropriate teachers, principals or 
administrators. 

 
7. I am again asking if the Board has familiarized itself with The Doctrine of the 

Lesser Magistrate and if it has watched the Killing Nurses on YouTube. 
a. The Board provided you with an answer to this question in its response from the 

November 17, 2022 meeting.  To date nothing has changed from that response.   
 
In closing, while the Board appreciates your continued interest in District matters and your 
regular attendance at board meetings, we will only answer new questions in the Board response 
going forward.  If you are not satisfied with the answer given to a particular question, you are 
free to ask it again during the open public comment period.  The Board response to such 
questions will be to direct you to the answer previously given.   
 
Thank you and Best wishes. 
 
Joe Kiernan, Board Member 
On behalf of the PPCSD Board of Education.  
 


